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welcome to our book of
concrete poems

 
celebrating 50 years since
The Turnpike Centre was

built in Leigh
 

we worked with poet Elmi Ali
to explore creative writing

 
we were inspired by the
brutalist building - it's
library, artwork and people

 
we hope you like it



This place makes me feel 
like I am using my imagination
because of the books and the artwork
because they are full of imagination
even outside feels like your imagination
because of the beautiful flowers and the frieze. 

Whoever made this place probably had a huge imagination
to build this place and they must have been clever
because your imagination makes you use your brain more
and listen to your thoughts. 

I love reading here and looking at the artwork.
    

 

- Belle



The Frieze

The frieze has jagged edges and moss along the sides.

The shapes on the frieze are delicate and special. 

The stone frieze hangs on the bumpy walls of the library.

The green moss stands out on the grey, dull frieze.

The wall is rocky and holds a frieze with many zigzags.

    
 

- Charlie

The sight I see 
I see a sight that forms a masterpiece
made out of rock, stone and uniqueness. 

If I were to touch it 
I would feel 
roughness, rockiness and Ziggy-zaggy-ness. 

You want to come and see the masterpiece.

    
 

- Chanelle



Happiness walked walked into the room.
He was wearing a t-shirt and joggers.

His favourite word is “eeeeeeee” 
and his favourite food is cheese.

He also likes the colours black, red and white mixed together 

- Oliver

Sadness walked in to the room.
Wearing a blue dress and black trainers,
she was sitting in the corner of the room with her head down.

She always orders a doughnut with sprinkles from the café
and never takes off her miserable face

- Sienna



The Turnpike Centre 50 years ago

I think in 1971, women that were posh
walked around in fancy gowns that were hot pink
and the guys wore suits with fancy top hats
picking out romance books for their wives.

They had meeting about what Michael Jackson song was the best.

People that weren’t posh
had orange and green wigs with baggy pants
and bright blue tops
and were picking the best 1900's joke books.

It was happy inside.

    
 

- Isabelle

The Turnpike Centre in 2021

It is now like a quiet place I can come to read a book and
beautiful the way it is. 

(It feels like a very well aged KFC chicken
        that’s still delicious.)

It's very good for some alone time
especially when no one is there
and you can play games
or look for ideas for homework
while maybe doing some arts and crafts.

    
 

- James



2021
The Turnpike is a place to read, enjoy, and write.
Play fun games and be creative.
Have fun and more. 

The Turnpike is a place to discover.
Learn more things that you might not know. 
Discover and do. 

Don’t forget its 50 years old! 

2071
Oh God, the good old days of the Turnpike will be gone. 
GONE! The Turnpike will be gone. 

How have electronics changed the children? 
No reading, learning, no spending time with their families
at historic places like this. 

So please, please save the Turnpike! 

    
 

- Dufnny

It's 2071...
The Turnpike has been knocked down
OH NO! New technology!
No one goes anywhere because they are depressed
because the Turnpike is gone!
AHHH NOO! Everyone is sad.
Rain all the time
no stopping
flooding everywhere. 
CLASSIC ENGLAND.

- Lillie-May



In 1971, the Turnpike could have been used for meetings based
on the subject of what they will build in the future. 
The owner could be in the middle of the table dancing, while
others discuss what they are building. 

Now, the Turnpike is a place that is public and is used for
books (it’s called a library).
Anyways, it is a place for poems and creativity. 
It is now 50 years old. 

In 2071, there will be new floating clouds that come down and
give the Turnpike resources 

and the Turnpike will be on Mars 
with bars of chocolate that will come with it. 

McDonalds will come too but in floating boxes
with your name on it, 

but your name will be different 
and made up by yourself.

- Leah



I woke up and saw my cat stuck on an ironing board
and it was going insane
and crazy. 

I went to stroke him but he was way too crazy
and he scratched my head
and I fell over into the mirror.

He also scratched me in the arm and leg. 
But I’m ok. 
I think I am, at least
I hope I am. 

When I saw him again he was all over the place. 
He was on the wall
the couch 
and everything. 

But I saw a pancake on the floor
and was hungry
so dived to get it, 
and I don’t regret it because it was delicious.

- Liam

Pizza is great.
Pizza is cool.
I will eat it until I drool.

I like donuts. 
Donuts make me go nuts, 
all the sprinkles make me happy

Water is great,
it is healthy that is why 
I like it.

- Logan



A free write

The texture looks good
except from all the moss hanging above it. 
I wonder how long its been there for
because it's all types of colours.

Through the window it looks like a head 
(or a KFC bucket, James would say, maybe). 

Those bricks, I cant seem to describe the colour,
but probably because it's 10AM
or I think that’s the time.

Looks like this bit took a couple' days to build.
But yet again what do I know about building?
30 seconds left - cant think of what to write.

- Thomas



The Turnpike is an amazing place
where you can get your books from the library to learn poetry
and go upstairs in the art gallery.

It has a beautiful outside which smells like vanilla. 

You can meet new people
and can play fun games.

There’s also the frieze outside - the big abstract art piece.
It's very unique, it was made for creativity.

If you go outside and smell the flowers
it leaves a sweet smell in your nose.

- Shannon

The Turnpike looks magical outside 
but when you meet Elmi (and the people who work here)
it is really magical

Because Elmi really taught me 
I have more goofiness inside me. 

We played opposite games.
We made a poem with chalk outside in the square.
My favourite bit was the opposite game.

Also I really want to go to the art gallery
because I love art.    

 

- Amelia



www.theturnpike.org.uk/maxliteracy


